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We organise regular practical days, social activities and
educational events.

Membership is free to all and becoming a member
ensures you will be kept up to date with
information on our activities.

Join us on www.lionthorn.co.uk




INTRODUCTION

The area around Lionthorn has a wealth of history. The Battle of Falkirk took

place here in 1746. Lionthorn also has an industrial past with coalmining and
brickmaking sites making the area a central part of the
Industrial revolution.

COALMINES

Several disused coal mines are situated in this area.
Callendar Colliery (also called Glenrig Mine) is located
at the edge of Kilbean Wood, while Pit No. 13 is situated
at the edge of the Cleugh, together with the nearby
Callender Colliery Pit No. 6. When the pits were
nationalised, only two working pits remained in Falkirk,
i.e. Bantaskine and The Policy, the site of the latter being
the red ash football park off Glen Brae.

BRICKMAKING

A rich band of fireclay runs through from Glenboig to
Linlithgow. This high quality clay, probably the best in
Britain, was used for the production of refractory bricks,
high quality bricks that are heat resistant and are used
in the construction of iron foundries. The existence of
this clay, as well as the availability of high quality coal in
the area was important in relation to the development

Callendar Brickworks of the iron industry around Falkirk.

Lying between Glenrig Mine and Pit No. 13 at the Cleugh was Callendar Brickworks,
originating in 1832. This was moved in 1880 to the Glen Village site, as part of
the Callendar Coal Company. After nationalisation in 1947, the Brick Company
remained in private hangs, ceasing

production on the 31%" of

October 1980.

Directly related to coal mining,
and brick manufacture was the
mineral railway, which ran through
the Cleugh to the canal at Glen
Village, connecting Callendar
Collieries in a system of transport.
This route now forms part of the
recently upgraded footpath
through the Cleugh.

Coal barge on the Union Canal

History

THE CANAL

The Union Canal opened in 1822. It was important for transporting coal to
Edinburgh and also for daily passenger traffic.

THE BATTLE OF FALKIRK

The battleground stretches from the ravine below the monument down to the
Glen Burn at Abbots Moss. The ravine separated the left wing of the Jacobites
from the right wing of the Government regiments. The battle took place on
a January day with strong westerly winds, rain and snow.

The Government regiments were facing into the winds and an attempt to
outflank the Jacobite forces at Abbots Moss and reverse this situation was
blocked by the MacGregors - a significant event for the outcome of the battle.

The battle ended in confusion, primarily due to weather conditions and poor
communications. Although the Government forces fled towards Linlithgow they
were in a position to reform and pursue the Jacobites in their retreat from
Stirling, and ultimately to the battle of Culloden Moor.

Glen Village Bridge

Black and white photographs courtesy of Falkirk Council Archives and Museums.
Front cover photograph thanks to Lyn Bennet. Wildlife photographs courtesy
of Terry Longley, Tony House and Mike Taylor with thanks to seeing.org.uk
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